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Health information portal for COVID-19

• To build the Health Information Portal on health and health care 
data for COVID-19 to support structured information exchange 
between EU countries.

• Would cover not only data sources on patients but more broadly on 
population level as well.
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One-stop-shop for health information
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Portal will include
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Legal and ethical 
toolbox

Catalogue of 
existing training 

materials and 
courses

Catalogue of 
national nodes

Catalogue of COVID-
19 data sources incl. 

also population 
health studies

Catalogue of 
research networks
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National nodes
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• National node = A network of national stakeholders working 
with the health information and being owners/controllers of 
health and health care data

• Portal will have a catalogue of national nodes describing 
• Included institutions and experts

• Health information sources

• Dissemination materials on health information

• Involvement in different national projects

• Involvement in different international projects and networks
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Research networks
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• Existing health domain specific research networks

• Provides information on 
• Included institutions and relevant international organizations
• Experts 
• Tools and publications 

• Results of the project

• Repository of documents

• Tools, data and information

• Legislation (if relevant)

• Guidelines

• Dissemination materials (presentations, videos, infographics etc.)

• COVID-19 related activities
• Events and news
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Data catalogue
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• In the first phase focused on Covid-19 related data 
sources but in a long-run covering population based 
health information in general

• Metadata catalogue of the existing population health 
data sources in EU countries

• Includes also population health studies e.g. health 
surveys, longitudinal studies and intervention studies 
but not clinical trials or surveillance systems
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Capacity building
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• A catalogue of existing COVID-19 related training 
activities, later on, other health information related 
training activities will be added

• Promotion of training activities such as webinars 
organized by PHIRI and other relevant 
institutions/networks

• Collection of available training materials and other 
supporting documents such as guidelines and online 
tools related to the collection and use of health 
information
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Legal and ethical issues
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• A toolbox for legal and ethical guidelines
• A review of the existing practices and guidelines on ethical 

and legal aspects of performing and exchanging health 
information on COVID-19

• Guidelines for deployment, utilisation and governance of 
the health information portal on health and health care data 
information exchange
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Other materials on the portal
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Homepage

Networks

National Nodes

Research 
Networks

Joint research

Catalogues/ 
Services

Data catalogue

Capacity 
building

Decision-making 
support

Innovations in 
health 

information

HI in Europe
International HI 

organizations 
and initiatives

• A special section for 
COVID-19
• Includes for example Rapid 

Exchange Forum

• Search functions 

• Special section for Media

Development of the portal is an 
iterative process where 

feedback from users is essential
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Role of National Nodes
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@PHIRI4EU

Name: Hanna Tolonen

E-mail: hanna.tolonen@thl.fi

Follow us on Twitter: 

Thank you for your 
attention!

www.phiri.eu 13


